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Indications for Induction of Abortion in Psychical Diseases. Dr. 

Friedmann (Deut. med. Woch., 34, 1908, May 21). 

Until recently the abortion in psychical diseases was only considered 
in regard to typical puerperal psychoses. The operation was in fact dis¬ 
regarded because it was without actual influence on the development and 
course of the psychoses. With Jolly and A. Pick the author has brought 
forth an essentially new indication, which does not occur very frequently, 
but is practically more important than the older indications. The new 
indication is the “psychopathic reaction” in individuals with neuropathic 
constitutions and without psychical resistance, accompanied with an in¬ 
creased morbid fear at birth. The pathologic distinguishes itself from 
the normal fear at birth, that in spite of trivial cause the fear becomes 
overwhelmingly strong and drives the individual to suicide. It preoccu¬ 
pies the entire feeling and thinking of the woman and leaves no time for 
useful employment. The fear is persistent for months and no remedy 
seems to be of any avail. The psychopathic reaction differs from a real 
psychosis in that it is brought on entirely through the psychical effect of 
pregnancy and that the patient recovers completely without exception as 
soon as the causative factor is removed; that is, when abortion is induced 
to terminate pregnancy. The dangers of the psychical disease are suicide 
and a threatening emaciation, owing to the intense fear. As institutional 
treatment would only guard against suicide, in these women who are 
otherwise psychically intact, abortion is justifiable for humanity’s sake. 
Judges and lawyers do also approve of such a procedure when pregnancy 
is the sole cause of the mental aberration. 

Fred J. Conzelmann. 

Alcoholism and Criminal Jurisdiction. Prof. Heilbronner (Muench. 

med. Woch., 55, 1908, March 31). 

How should an individual, committing a criminal act under the 
influence of alcohol be treated? In a somewhat lengthy article the author 
discusses this question in great detail. It has of late years been fre¬ 
quently discussed in psychiatrical literature. The criminal law of the 
German Empire does not mention drunkenness as an excuse from criminal 
punishment, unless it is considered as a mental disease. Doubtless every 
alcoholic intoxication, may in a broad sense, be viewed medically as a 
mental disease. Experience and statistics prove the fact that a very 
great number of all criminal acts have been committed by individuals 
while under the influence of liquor. Two practically very important 
questions present themselves: (1) Should the alienist be heard in every 
kind of criminal act committed under the influence of liquor? (2) Can 
he assist the judge by pointing out the limit's of a simple intoxication from 
that of a senseless or unconscious condition due to alcohol? The author 
agrees with Aschaffenburg’s opinion, that for the interest of public safety 
the purely medical conception of the action of alcohol must give way to 
the judicial interpretation of crimes committed under the influence of 
alcohol. The physician, although he considers alcoholism as a psychical 
disturbance, must not treat it as such. It is still a question whether these 
individuals are really in need of special treatment, and whether medical 
treatment in a hospital or asylum would have the same beneficial effect as 
our prison wards. The alienist will do well not to promise too much. 
In matters where he wishes to be heard he is not entitled to claim too 
much on the ground of theoretical constructions for his special domain. 
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If he does, failure and disappointment will result and he will lose the 
confidence and consideration in matters where his advice would serve 
for the good of the public. Psychiatry, like medicine, is a social science. 
Problems of great importance, outside of the asylum walls, must be solved 
and explained by the psychiatrist; the solution of these problems may 
become great benefits to the public. Heilbronner’s treatise deserves' the 
attention of every intelligent citizen interested in the welfare of the people. 

Feed J. Conzelmann. 

Cerebro-spinal Meningitis. Trautmann and Fromme. Hygienic Insti¬ 
tute of Hamburg (Miinch. med. Woch., 55, 1908, April 14). 

In 1907 93 cases of cerebro-spinal meningitis were officially reported 
in Hamburg. During the months of March, April, May and June, 69 
cases occurred. As 88 cases were admitted to the large hospitals, the 
diagnosis was always made by examining the cerebro-spinal fluid bac- 
teriologically. In 26 patients sick with the disease the Hygienic Institute 
of Hamburg was asked to establish the diagnosis. It had, however, the 
epidemilogical important problem to examine the healthy individuals who 
had lived with and in the neighborhood of the patients sick with the 
disease. Three hundred and forty-four specimens for examination were 
obtained from the throats of the suspected individuals. In 59 specimens 
corresponding to 32 different individuals the meningococcus of Weichsel- 
baum was isolated. Of 12 specimens of cerebro-spinal fluid from 11 
different patients, in seven the meningococcus was found. In one the 
diplococcus lanceolatus and four of the specimens were sterile. Of 20 
throat specimens from 20 cases strongly suspected of meningitis, 3 P er ~ 
sons, 15 per cent., were found to carry the germ. In two of these 
cases the spinal fluid was examined with positive findings. Of 311 throat 
specimens from 261 persons, 49 specimens, 16 per cent., were positive, or 
24 men, 9.2 per cent., carried the disease germ. These figures of healthy 
germ carriers are very important but are remarkably low. Ostermann, a 
pupil of Fluegge, says 70 per cent, of all persons in the immediate sur¬ 
rounding of a case of cerebro-spinal meningitis carry the germ in the 
pharynx. Bruns also found a high percentage and Bochalli _ reports a 
case occurring in barracks where 62.5 per cent, of the soldiers living 
in the same barracks carried the disease germ. The authors observed 
cases in which all the healthy members of the family were carrying the 
disease germs for 44 ft) 66 days. The authors conclude their article with 
an excellent discussion of the bacteriology of cerebro-spinal fever. 

Fred J. Conzelmann. 

The Significance of the Achilles Tendon Reflex. Dr. Franz Conzen 
(Muench. med. Woch., 55, 1908, May 12). _ , 

For a period of three years the writer has examined with Babinski’s 
method for the presence or absence of Achilles reflex, 3,290 patients that 
presented themselves for examination in the neurological department of 
the medical polyclinic. He found that the Achilles reflex is never absent 
normally. It was only found diminished or lost when a pathological con¬ 
dition of the nervous or muscular system could be established. In two 
cases of alcoholic neuritis he found the patellar reflex present and the 
Achilles reflex absent. Biro has found that in neuritis of the sciatic 
nerve the Achilles tendon reflex is universally weaker and very often lost. 
Biro considers this a very important symptom, as it can be discovered 



